Family of jailed British Sikh
calls for action against India
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The British Sikh activist Jagtar Singh
Johal, detained for seven yearsin an
Indian jail, has been placed in solitary
confinement and under 24-hoursur-
veillance despite being acquitted of
all terrorism charges against him by
a Punjab court on 4 March, his fam-
ily have claimed.

Johalis still facing the exact same
charges in a parallel case in a clear
example of double jeopardy, his
brother Gurpreet said when giv-
ing testimony at Westminster to an
all-party committee on arbitrary
detention. He said the Indian courts
have not granted his brother bail,
despite the prosecutor’s failure to
produce any credible evidence or
witnesses in the Punjab court.

Gurpreet said UK consular staff
met his brother in jail on Tuesday
and were told he had been put into

solitary confinement witha24-hour
guard, adding no explanation had
been given. Gurpreet said: “I fear
for his physical and mental welfare
since heis being excluded from con-
tact with all other prisoners. He has
beeninjail seven years, acquitted and
now is being further punished. He
is being mentally tortured and I am
concerned somethingis goingto hap-
pen to him. The aimis to break him.”

He added that a critical window of
opportunity existed after the Pun-
jab acquittal, in which the judge
was damning about the quality of
prosecution evidence, to secure his
brother’srelease. He said the Foreign
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Office had to realise his brother was
not being held to secure his convic-
tion, but to keep him in detention.
“What is missing from the British gov-
ernment is political will. Tam told the
prime minister raised the case when
he met the Indian external affairs
minister, S Jaishankar, but I do not
know what exactly they are raising.”

He said that what the former Con-
servative cabinet minister Lord
Patten has dismissed as “by-the-
way diplomacy” is not enough to
make India sense there will be con-
sequences for the mistreatment of
British nationals.

He said: “The current prime min-
ister is an ex-prosecutor and should
bewellapprised of what double jeop-
ardy means.”

Dan Dolan, the deputy executive
director of legal NGO Reprieve, said
doublejeopardy protects people from
being put on trial twice for the same
crime and isenshrined in both inter-
national law and India’s constitution.
Both Reprieve and Jagtar claim the
eight other cases brought by the
Indian National Investigative Agency
are essentially duplicate cases, with
no additional evidence provided.

The Indian government deniestor-
ture has been used.



